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Subj:  Panama Party #1 -Partial Panama Cruise -Mon, 19 Dec -Thurs, 29 Dec, 2011  
Date:  12/29/2011  
 
Hello Everyone! We’re having another wonderful vacation in the Caribbean! This time our only travel 
companions are Dan & Sandi Schneider and we’re having a fabulous, fabulous time!! First time to 
cruise with them, hope it’s not our last!!!  

First of all, we finished our Fall Mesa Season with our annual Holiday Dance! It was a smash bang 
success!! We even had a special guest -Dick’s daughter Linda came to visit with us and other than 
not being a dancer, she just fit right in! She’s helpful, witty, & wonderfully friendly! It was a great night, 
huge crowd and way way too much food!!  
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Our new German cows with Lederhosen fit right in!!  

 
Got to thank Dick publicly as usual. What ever would we do without him???? Hope we don’t have to 
find out!!  

Then we had 2 nice easy days to pack and flew to Ft Lauderdale on Sunday. Met Dan & Sandi at 
the Crown Plaza Hotel and stayed up way to late anticipating our fun beginning!!  

The next morning we took a taxi to Port Everglades and found a long que waiting for us! Thought that 
was a bit unusual and sure enough found that the ship had stopped on the way in on Sunday and 
picked up 20 Cuban refugees. They ranged from age 3 to 80 and were all in a bad way medically 
since they had not had food or water for 4 days. The cruise folks fed them, washed their clothes, 
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gave them medical attention and then turned them over to the Coast Guard on Monday morning!! 
Unfortunately for the refugees, since they were "feet wet," they were to be immediately returned to 
Cuba. Hope they will be okay! Anyway, what that meant for us was that things, were a little behind. 
Not to worry, Princess was soon right back on track and it only took us a bit more than an hour and 
we were on board and in our rooms.  

 
We had adjoining mini suites with balcony’s. Beautiful view of the Ft Lauderdale port!  

 



 7 

 
Had on Life boat drill early on -about 3:15pm and then we were drinking our welcome aboard 
champagne and ready for the fun to begin!!!! What a life!!  
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George sent out a few last emails while the rest of us unpacked!  
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Really nice rooms!!  

 
We watch a Royal Caribbean ship leave before us as we enjoyed a beautiful sunset.  
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AOL has already cut off the pictures, so done for now! Will continue with our first 2 days at sea and 

first port of Aruba!!! 

Wish you were here!!! 

Lots of love, 
 

George & Pamela  
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Subj:  Panama Party #2 -Partial Panama Cruise, Dec 2011  
Date:  12/29/2011  
 
Happy Holidays everyone!!! 
And we’ll continue right where I left off!!! We were out on our balcony enjoying our sunset departure. 
Even that was a  
little late, supposed to leave at 4pm and it was more like 5pm. 
 

 
The beautiful sunset even made the smokestacks of the factories around the port look good with the 
plane taking off in the background!!  

 
Goodbye Miami!!  
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We changed for dinner (early seating at 5:45pm) and then explored the ship enroute. It’s beautifully 
decorated for Christmas!!  
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After dinner we went dancing and Sandi was selected by the band’s lead singer for some special 
attention! Then we danced the first evening away -checking out the venues we would have to choose 
from!!  
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It was a great first day introduction!! We are very happy with all the bands and the dance floors are 
bigger than we had expected! Yippee!! Our second day, I joined the morning Zumba class while 
George caught up on his sleep (Dan & Sandi elected to treadmill it!! Only day’s excitement was a 
wine tasting. It was a nice selection of champagnes, chardonnay’s. cabernet’s. One was a 2001 that 
the ship sells for $135 a bottle!! Nope we did not buy any!!! Had very fancy hordoerves -duck pate’, 
lobster, shrimp, and luckily for me an assortment of yummy cheeses!! Strangely enough, we ended 
up at a table with a couple from Scottsdale, AZ!! Thought that was a funny coincidence!!  

 
The evening was formal! Only 2 of them this cruise. Felt nice to get all dolled up!!  
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Also enjoyed the Captain’s party in the Atrium with their famous champagne glass fountain. You 
could wait in line for a chance to stand with the Co-Captain and pour champagne on the top of the 
fountain while they took your picture. Hummm???? Nope, didn’t do that either!  

 



 17 

 
The Captain introduced his head staff and toasted us for the Holidays. He’s Italian and speaks very 

good English!  
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We went to our first major production show -the theatre is gorgeous and the singing/dancing troupe 
was marvelous!! And of course being a selection of types of dancing, we enjoyed it very much!!!  
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We went out dancing again ourselves and we’re still loving the dance venues. Even found that the 
Bayou Cafe (a speciality Steak House) has little dance floor that we can enjoy. A great Jazz band (4 
elderly black Jazz musicians -look like they have been playing/singing together for 50 years!!) played 
some lovely music that sounds like it is straight from New Orleans!!  

And so our second day ended!! Very relaxing and tooo very happy!!  

Lots of love,  

 

 

George & Pamela 
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Subj:  Panama Party #3 -Partial Panama Cruise, Dec 2011  

Date:  12/29/2011  

Good Morning Everyone!  

We had another relaxing day at sea. It was actually fairly rough at sea. Didn’t bother any of us, but 
bounced us around a bit. Tried to get some pictures, but by the time I went out on the balcony it had 
smoothed down a bit. They did have "bags" up all around the ship and the dining room was a little 
emptier due to some folks feeling a little ill. Not stormy or anything, just rough seas.  

 
No special events -Dan & Sandi went to a Panama Canal lecture. I did Zumba again and George 
finished up our Cha’s cuesheet. We had had 2 excellent evening meals and wondered how they would 
keep up!! First night was melt in the mouth Prime rib and the second night was supposed choice of filet 
mignon, lobster & tiger shrimp, or halibut. However, we ordered all 3 and shared them. Oink, oink!! 
Really wonderful. The 3rd meal was just as good! We all ordered what they called "rack of veal." It was 
basically a veal chop? Wonderful!  
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I had creme brulee’ for dessert (well must admit that scoop of pistachio icecream is mine too!! Total 
heaven!!  

 
Our waiter, Billmar, is great fun!  
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We were a happy happy table!!  

 
We had a silly comedian, Billy Vader, for entertainment. He kept us in stitches. This picture is actually 
of the Cruise Director, the one of the comedian didn’t come out all that well.  
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We danced some more and called it a night fairly early since we had a 7:30am show for our Aruba 
snorkeling excursion. We got up at 6am & had breakfast delivered to the room (english muffin with egg, 
cheese, & canadian bacon) and headed to the Aft lounge to meet for the excursion! It’s too early in the 
morning!!!!!  

 
We were soon led off board and took a short walk to a docked snorkel boat. Boarded & took straight 
off! Immediately got our gear and started suiting up for the snorkel!  
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The day was beautiful, but the boat was stuffed full of folks and the water was a little rough.  
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I was the first off the front of the boat down the ladder and Dan & Sandi followed me shortly after. 
George jumped off the front and swam around to meet us!  

 
We were to snorkel over a WWII German vessel (Antilles) which was purposely scuttled by the Captain 
to keep it from their enemies. We've snorkeled here before with Liz & Jeff (4 years ago), but didn't 
really recognize it. The water was fairly murky, but the main problem was all the people!!!! We've never 
been in such a crowd of snorkelers! We were like bumper cars! Made Sandi uncomfortable (plus their 
snorkels were very short, so with the rough water, it was a tough snorkel!!), so she cut it short. The rest 
of us muscled through it. Didn't get any really good pictures, but sure loved being able to take the 
underwater photos!!!  


